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One issue 

How to bring the dignity of 
an ordinary life to children 
in extraordinarily difficult 
circumstances 

2 



‘We’ live in liquid times 

•  Migration is a form of ‘human global warming’. 
•   ‘We’ are re-defining ourselves, and therefore 

are re-defining ‘them’. 
•  From static and local communities, to moving 

‘communities of experience’ 
•  It becomes important to see where we put 

the borders of the word ‘we’ and ‘them’ in 
such liquid times 



David Cameron, 15th May 2016 
“These are not someone else's children; they are all 
of ours, so every part of society should be stepping 
up to help care leavers get a shot at building a 
decent life” 
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The move towards an ordinary life 
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The pulse of seeking asylum alone 
•  Paradox: Move away because you are loved 
•  Guilt: Be safer, when the family may not be 
•  Hope: an honour and a punishment  
•  Risk: At  risk and a risk to others 
•  Investment: a future return  
•  Anonymity: Silences and secrets 
•  Bewilderment: Chronic uncertainty and fear 
 



Movements in a liquid world 
•  Geographical  
•  Temporal 
•   Maturational 
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Depending on contexts and people 
•  they leave  
•  they encounter 
•  they bond with 
as they move 
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Movement and stories 

•  Stories  - that are gathered, stored, ignored, 
told and retold, edited, segmented, 
sentimentalised, believed and disbelieved  

•  Orchestration and improvisation 
•  Integrating and disintegrating:  fitting in, being a 

good citizen, being grateful, keeping tidy, being 
obedient 

•  Practising happiness, metabolising sadness 





Robert 
Frost 
Home is the 
place where, 
when you have 
to go there, 
they have to 
take you in 

• a place of shelter 
• reciprocal and safe relationships 
• customs and practices of confirmation and evolution  
• Movements to and fro that keep you in the groove of belonging 
and maintain everyday life 



Social Work 

•  As work across different professional borders 
•  As work over time 
•  As work that means working in 3 dimensions 

at the same time 
•  As a way of making home for someone 
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Social	Work	prac,ce	
•  Time  
• Companionship  
• Reliability  
• Endurance 
• Trust - honesty, clarity, precision, kindness, warmth, 
and committed to making a relationship  
• Order & safety: the humanitarian advocate/fixer, 
guard(ian), elder, mentor 
• Peace & belonging: witness, therapist, a history & 
memory holder, network generator 
• Rhythm & success: protective adult, friend or 
missing family member, an ethical subversive, and 
optimist, able to and allowed to see a complex world 
 





Asylum 
Seeker Refugee Child or adult? 

Age disputed 
Bogus 

Unaccompanied Foreign Trafficked Victim 



Businessman Accountant Footballer Chef 

Billionaire Nurse President Basketball 
Player 



The Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) 

Love is my foundation 
Wisdom is my capital 
Struggle is my manner 
Truth is my redeemer 

Sorrow is my companion 
Love is my foundation 



‘Good social work’ 
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Dignity 
Ordinariness 

Companionship 

A passport 




